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We lost quite a bit  
of biodiversity and landscape heterogeniety  

Thanks to our government  



And gained also quite a bit  

Thanks to our government  
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What did we restore? 
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Peat has been removed 

or has been drained and 

mineralised 

We could not restore natural ecosystems 



6 This is a natural alkaline fen 



7 This is a natural alkaline fen 
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But:  

ÅNo peat, no peat forming vegetation 

ÅNo CaCO3 deposition 

ÅWith this we chase illusions 

This is what we would like to 

call an alkaline fen (kalkmoeras) 
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But:  

ÅIt is still very nice 



ÅLowering of peat surface 

ÅStreams and ditches are 

more or less constructed 

Almost all ñtypicalò stream valley vegetation 

types are man-made  
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And can we restore 

them? 
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Yes, we can,é. 

and we did. 
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Linde valley

years
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mowing + rewetting

rewetting + sod cutting

Linde valley Friesland 

When 

hydrological 

conditions 

were OK. 
From Grootjans et al 2002;  

see also Klimkowska et al. 2007, 2008 
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Yes, but 

Valley of the Reest:  

irrigation with surfacewater 



Change in goals: 
Å From conservation and  

   restoration of biodiversity  

Å To: restoring landscape systems  



Urkhovense zeggen 
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